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Aims and objectives
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1. Receive feedback on the performance of candidates in the June 2024 exam 
series 

2. Consider the variation of candidates’ performance on different questions and 
explore why performance varies 

3. Discuss the Examiner’s Report 

4. Address common issues and FAQs. 



Agenda
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Session Time

Introduction 3 min

Detailed analysis of questions:

Strand 1: unstructured calculations

Strand 2: deduction questions

Strand 3: explanation questions

Strand 4: linkage questions

Strand 5: experimental skills

8 min

12 min

10 min

12 min

8 min

Common mistakes (and how to avoid them) 4 min

Support 1 min

Any Questions? 2 min



Welcome to Pearson Edexcel
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• We are the world’s leading learning company and 
as the UK’s largest awarding organisation, best 
placed to provide qualifications aligned to the 
British educational system.

• Our international heritage stretches back over 150 
years.

• Today, we partner with schools, universities and 
employers worldwide, offering world-class, globally-
recognised qualifications to over 3.5 million 
students a year.

Trusted and recognized 
qualifications partner to 
6,500 schools, colleges 
and employers globally 

We mark over 10 
million exam scripts 
on behalf of the UK 
Department for 
Education each year

We operate in 70 
countries worldwide​



Examples of Student 
Responses:
Feedback strand 1: 
unstructured calculations



WPH11, Q18a
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WPH11, Q18a MS
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WPH11, Q18a – example 1
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WPH11, Q18a – example 2
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Examples of Student 
Responses:
Feedback strand 2: 
deduction questions
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WPH12, Q14d



WPH12, Q14d
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WPH12, Q14d – example 1
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WPH12, Q14d – example 2
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WPH14, Q15bi
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WPH14, Q15bi MS
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WPH14, Q15bi – example 1
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WPH14, Q15bi – example 2
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WPH15, Q15b with MS



WPH15, Q15b – ex 1
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WPH15, Q15b – example 2
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Examples of Student 
Responses:
Feedback strand 3: 
explanation questions



WPH11, Q18b with MS

23



WPH11, Q18b – example 1



WPH11, Q18b – example 2



WPH15, Q18bii with MS
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WPH15, Q18bii
Example 1



WPH15, Q18bii
Example 2



Examples of Student 
Responses:
Feedback strand 4: 
linkage questions



WPH12, Q17aii with MS



WPH12, Q17aii – example 1



WPH12, Q17aii – example 2



WPH14, Q16b with MS



WPH14, Q16b – example 1



WPH14, Q16b – example 2



Examples of Student 
Responses:
Feedback strand 5: 
experimental skills



WPH13, Q3b
with MS



WPH13, Q3b – example 1



WPH13, Q3b – example 2



WPH16, Q4b



WPH16, Q4b MS



WPH16, Q4b – example 1



WPH16, Q4b – example 2
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Common mistakes

(and how to avoid them)



Common mistakes

1. When answering an AO2b question candidates sometimes forget to make a conclusion.

2. Some candidates do not pay sufficient attention to the command words used in the question.

3. Some candidates miss out on a final answer mark in a question because they omit units.

4. Some responses just repeat previous mark scheme answers.

5. The conclusion must include a comparison of the calculated answer and a value given in the 
question.

6. Candidates should learn the difference between ’describe’ and 'explain’ so the correct level of 
detail is included.

7. Units are required for all calculated final answers (including AO3 questions) unless it is a ‘show 
that’ question.

8. A ‘standard’ answer (as seen in a previous MS) is only fine if it is iven in response to a standard 
question.



Common mistakes

9. Some responses to unstructured calculations are poorly set out.

10.  If candidates set their work out haphazardly, they may miss out on full marks for their 
response as it may not be clear what method they have used.

11.Definition and derivation questions are often poorly answered.

12.Linkage questions tend to miss out on essential detail required for indicative content credit 
to be given.

13.Candidates should set out their work so that the logic of the solution can be seen.  It may 
help to divide the answer space into two columns so that candidates do not run out of 
space.

14.Candidates should be encouraged to learn standard definitions and derivations.

15.Candidates should be encouraged to plan the key points that they want to make before they 
start to write in the answer space.
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Support and resources



Further Information
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Onscreen Assessment 

Subject Advisor

Tim Lawrence

Email :

teachingscience@pearson.com

Phone :
+44 (0) 344 463 2535

( Teaching Services team | Mon - Fri, 8am - 5pm GMT)

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/qualification-brands/edexcel/onscreen-assessment.html
mailto:teachingscience@pearson.com
tel:+44%20(0)%20344%20463%202535


● Free online results analysis tool for teachers. 
● Provides a detailed breakdown of student performance in Pearson Edexcel exams. 
● Identify topics and questions where the student could benefit from further learning 

and inform teaching strategies and approaches.
● Benchmark your school’s performance against other Pearson Edexcel schools in your 

country.
● Not just a post-results tool: Mock exam results can also be fed into the system to 

produce analysis.
● Find student results analysis from their previous Pearson Edexcel school.
● ResultsPlus Direct gives your students access to their final grades and performance 

breakdown, wherever they are. 
● Schools can sign up for free ResultsPlus account in just a few quick and easy steps: 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html
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Questions
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